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WHEREAS, Black History Month is an accepted national event celebrating the contributions of African American people in their struggles for freedom and equality, and their part in the development of our Nation’s history; and 

WHEREAS, in 1926, historian and author Carter G. Woodson, who is known as the father of Black History study, introduced Negro History Week during the month of February to have it as close as possible to the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, as a reaction to racism and to highlight the role blacks have played in the development of civilization.  Since that time, Negro History Week has been expanded to encompass the entire month of February, and has also undergone a change in terminology; and 

WHEREAS, in 1986, Congress passed Public Law 99-244 which designated February 1986 as “National Black (Afro-American) Month; and 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme “At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality: The Emancipation Proclamation and the March on Washington”, celebrates two important African American turning points; and 

WHEREAS, the Emancipation Proclamation, decreed by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, declared slaves in all confederate states then at war with the Union “forever free” and made them eligible for paid military service in the Union Army.  Although it did not end slavery in the nation, it did transform the character of the war, and by the end of the war almost 200,000 black soldiers and sailors had fought for freedom; and 

WHEREAS, the March in Washington for Jobs and Freedom took place on August 28, 1963 in Washington D.C.  More than 200,000 demonstrators took part in the walk and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, noting the Emancipation Proclamation gave hope to black slaves.  The following year, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as a concrete step towards fulfilling the promise of the Emancipation Proclamation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Walter B. Duke, III, Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of February, 2014 as:
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
in the City of Dania Beach, and encourage all citizens of Dania Beach to join in learning about and celebrating the contributions African Americans have made to the world, to our country, and to our community.
ATTEST:

LOUISE STILSON, CMC
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